Par. In: 


| The Whole 


A 
Bönverſatien. Birth and Parentage, 


and Education of' * 


| Richard Moſely; | 


Aged abour Sixteen Years old, 


bor the Murther of his own Grand- f 
mother Mary Fayton, in the Pariſh of 
| Sedgely in Staffordſbrre.. 


How he Beat her Brains out with a Hatchet as ſhe lay 
. in her Bed. 


Who was Executed for the Came at Stafford, on 8 
day the 12th April. Together with his Tryal 
Examination and Condemnarion at the Aſſizęs held 
at Stafford, on Thurſday and Friday, the 3d and 4th af 
chis inſtant 4 ril, 1707. before the Honourable 
Mr. Juſtice ncome, and Mr. Juſtice Dormer. 
\lfo,” the manner of his Behaviour, and laſt Dying 
Words and Confeffion at the Place of Execution, 


teitig'a Serious Warning to all Young Men, how they 
give themſelves up to the Snares ot the Devil, Epe. 
ab in dae 320 of Diſobedience. 
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The Whole Life and Converſation, Birth 
Parentage, and Education of Richard 


Moſely. 

Ichard Moflry, was Born at Gothern- Hill in th: 
County of Stafford; His Father was a Lock. 
>. Smith in the ſame Town, who brought him uf 
to his own Trade: But he often took oppetunity ti 
Neglect his Father's Buſineſs, ſpending his Time i- 
Gaming, Playing, Drinking, and vain Company: Be 
ing thus wildly and Extravantly inclin'd, it happen“. 
that in October laſt, he had a mind to go to Totten- ha 
Wake, and gotwithſtanding his Father's Strict Charge! 
to the Contrary, he abſented himſelf till after tf 
Murther was Committcd, And to ſupport and mainWs 
tain his Extravagances, he came on Monday the gth. AMC 
October laſt, to his Grand-Mother Mary Payton, (H 
Mothers Mother) to borrow Five Shillings in MM; 
Mother's Name, which ſhe let him have; but "i; 
Supplied his Extravancies bur a ſhort time Wy 
And tho Reduced to Want, he 'refuſed to retulth 
home to his Father, but continued Stubborn and F. 
lentleſs, Contriving how he might get Money to bhi, 
him Cloaths, and pay his Ale- Score. That he mig hb. 
ſtill go on in his Diflolate Practice: To this end Hi 
went again to his Grand- mothers-Houſe the foil. 
teenth of October following, after it was Dark, whilllh; 

ſhe Kindly reecived him, and kept him all Night 488 
the next Morning the Chid him for his Idle Cour i 
Life: He miffiing his End of getting Money of bl 
left her the next Morning, and continued all that 5 
Lurking about the Houſe; ſeeking an r 
Was def ar 


get in and take the Money away, Wien w oi 
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Pound, that he luppoſed to be lodged in the Houſe, _ | 
but could nor Eſſect his Purpoſe till after Sun: ſet, ang 
then got in and lay Cloſe till ſhe was gone to Bed, and | 
as he thought aſſeep: When he lighted a Candle and 
went into her Lodging- Chamber to look for the Mo- 
ney, upon which ſh? ſaw and ſpoke to him, when to 
prevent her from diſcovering him he took up the Coal 
Hatcher and Knock*d her Brains out; and when he 
had done he caſt the Bed-Cloatbs over her, and went 
away, and Lock'd the Door after him, carrying away 
the Key. The next Day ſhe was mifled, and ſome 
Neighbours coming about the Houſc ſaw the Cow 
Uomilk'd, and Pig unſer v' d, and calle but no Body 
Wanſwcr'd, ſo that they ſent two Miles to her Daughters, 


who came with her Grand- children, the Brorhers of 
Richard Moſley, who Breaking open the Door found her 
u Dcad being all Bloody: Two days after the Coroner 


Sat upon the Dead Body, and all preſent touch'd the 
Dead Body, according to Vulgar Cuſtom, among which 
were her Daughter, Richard Moſtty's Mother, and his 


NWBrorherts, and afterwards Richard himſelt ; but no 
ins of Guilt appeared from thence: However there 
verre many Circumſtances that made it very probable 
uithat Richard Moſley was the Perſon, and no ether that 
Fommitted this Murther: Firſt his lying Idling from 
bis Father's Bufineſs, and alſo his having been ſeen 
Fa bout rhe Houſe, therefore it was concluded to have 
dim. apprehended and ftrictly Examined for the ſame, 


Sade well knowing that one J Barret, had ſome- 
hu hiag to declare againſt him before the Coronet, which 
Mould lay the Murther cloſe to him, he reſolv'd to 
revent him, and therefore by a Wickedneſs almoſt as 
bl reat as the other, he downright accuſed the ſaid Jobs 
] arret of the Murther: and being brought before the 
Y oroner and Jury to be again examined: He de- 
*\ ace, That on Monday was ſeven-night, he kr 
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euith John Barret at William Pearfon's at Holverbampton! 


little Circumſtances, ſome of which appeared to hav 


crying out of the Room, and heard ſeveral Blow 


Jury. became more and 
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that thence they came to Golthorne- Lane, and then 
agreed to meet on Tueſday Night at Upper-Guarnallf 
to Rob his Grandmother Payton. He ſaid that Barrel 
knew the Houſe, and promiſed to bring help withf 
him, and he brought a Stranger, and they went 
together on Tueſday, waiting tor their opportunity, 
to commit the intended Robbery: He ſaid that Bar 
ret went over the Hedge at the Corner of the Barn 
to the Backſide of the Houſe, and when one 70h Hol 
came, his Grandmot her open'd the Door to let hin 
and when he came out again, while ſhe was making 
faſt the outer- Door, the Stranger went in and laß 
under the Bed, and Barret went in the Cole-holc 
and both lay there till ſhe was in Bed, and then wen 
into the Chamber, and did what was done - I ha 
he hearing many Blows, he came to the Chamber 
Door, and ſaid, Do not wrong my Grandmother, don 
wrong a Hair of her Head. This he told with ſeveral 


a ſhew of Truth in them; but being examined mor 
diſtintly, he ſaid, that Barret gave the firſt Blow 
and then put the Hatchet into his Hand, and mad 
him ſtrike the ſecond Blow or elſe they wou'd kill him 
Then the Stranger took the Hatchet, and he wer 


given. Afterwards he ſaid he was in the Chamby 
before the Blow was ſtruck, and ſhe roſe up in he 
Bed, ſaying, Oh Rogue ! what doſt here? But before he {a1 
he ſtood at the Door while the Murther was con 
mitted. By all this it appeared, that though ſol 
things he had ſworn to were Truth, yer other Mail 
ters relating to Barret and the Stranger, appeared 1M 
be falſe, and contrived ; and being required to dill 
cribe the Stranger, he ſpake ſo thereto, that his Pell 
more apparent, and he wi 
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Pury acquitted Barret. 
arret had plainly quitted himſelf: 
done him wrong, and was put on: 

again before the Coroner and Jury, he declared with 


Weive him. 
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rdered to be Rn 2way, ** bid „ welt wi 
e bad ſaid: After which Fobn Barret was br 
Wctore the Coroncr, who being examined, declared 
That at ſuch a Day before the Murther , he ſaw 

oſ-ly, and that he was bragging he ſhould have 
Noney of his Grandmother, and that he had ſome 
Wlrcady; Barret bid him go home to his Father, but 
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3 e ſaid, He would never g0 over the Old Rogue's Den 


And Barret being required to give a true account where 


4 e Was Ol Monday and [uefday Night ? he anſwered 
iſtinctly, and alſo called Evidence to prove where 


e was at that time the Murther was committed: and 
hat he was not within two Miles of the Place: 
Therefore without calling any other Wirnefles, the 
Richard Moſely hearing that 


he ſaid he had 
And being called 


Tears in his Eyes, That he had falſely accuſed Barret, 
who knew nothing of it, and deſired Barret to for- 


He ſaid, No 


it was too late, and he had ſaid too 
He then coufeſſed all the Circum- 


that while he 
his Grandmother 
and ſaid, 9h Rogue! what doſt 
here? He to prevent being diſcovered, taok the Coal- 
Hatchet and ſtruck her on the Forehead, 


loarhs over her: That as ſoon as it was done, h 
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And being asked, whether any other 
Perſon was concerned in the Murder? 
none but himſelf. 


| | And being asked who pur him 
Won? He anſwered, That he never ſaid he was put on 
to kill her, and whatever came of it he would name no 
more Names: 
much already. 
ſtances by which he had done rhe Murther, much as 
is related before, with this addition, 
bas rummaging for the Money, 
roſe up in her Bed, 


5 that the 
fell down on the Pillow, and leſt ſhe. ſhould revive | 


ain, he gave her many more Blows, and caſt he 
4 
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Voßth, and the Snarss of the Devil, to commit that wickedW 
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pair of Gloves, and [wo-Poenc- or a Croat. 


many clear Circumſtances, and proved by che Oaths of other 


under the Coroner's Examination, he had been attended by two ff 


a great deal of Pains with him; and helped in a great meaſure, if 
by their pious Remonitrances, co exhort him to a true Confel- 8 


ſuch a Condition, that he look'd no farther tor the Money, but 
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would have given all the World it had been undone, and was in 


| kgited away, and thought he lock'd the Door after him; but ſaid 
he could not tell wh-re he left the Hatchet, or what he had 
done with the Key; that he made all the haft he could to . 
verhampton, and was tighted by the Way, and. thac ke came-to 
one Pearſon's Houſc, about Eleven a Clock, and went to Bed to 
Pearſon and his Wife; and that he roſe betimes the next Morn- 
ing, and found ons Fobn Allifun and William Parker by the Fire, | 
and drank with them, and went preſently to Goltternu- Laue: He 
ſaid rarther, T hat he had nothing from his Grandmother but a | 


Upon this open and apparent Confaſſion, demonſtrated b 
Evidence, he was committed on IN the 22d. of Aprit to | 


Stafford-Goal. Before his Commitment, during his Confinement 8 


and Mr. A4 who had taken 


Eminent Divines, Mr. 9 


fron; ſo they allo labour to make him ſeniible of the heinous Z 
and wilful Crime he had addad ro his other Fact, by falſly ſwear- 


ing Johm Barret guilty of the Murther, compoled and made up 


. of fo many Lyes to back it: which they told him would infallibly 
bring him to a Thce of Torments juſtiy due to his Sins, unleſs Ml 
be laboured hard with God to forgive him by a ſincere Repen* 
vi tance; This ſo work'd upon him, that during all his {mpriſon- 


Books, and Prayed very often. His Father, and other Friends 


r 


nich was on T.aſug the 34 of this inſtant April, 1707. at 
Stafford Aſſizes, before the Honourable Mr. Juſtice Hlencome, and 


to the Bar, and having proved the Circumftances before recited, i 


': others, he had very little to ſay for himſelf, only that he was ai 
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ment he did nothing but wail and lament himſelf, and read good 


and Relations came to fee him; when he would burit out into if 
Tears, and Cry, 0! Gol what hade 7 d1zze? He begged heartily M 
of his Father to forgive him, and ſaid, He hoped God would for- 
give bim if ke did. L hus he contiaued cill the Day of his Tryal, 


Mr. Juſtice Dormer. Several Witneſſes being ready, he was ſet 5 
| and alſo his own Conf-jhon, both before the Coroner, Jury, and l 
very Young Man, and had been led away by the Folly of his 
' Deed; So that the matter being very plain, he received Sen- 
tende of Death, accordingly having about ten days longer allow- 
ed him to prepare himſelf for Death; when he was attended 


by the Miniſter of the Town, whe took great Pains in order 
7 | SER thereto, 
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1 all the way and 3 Minds 1 
ede there, the Miniſter met him at the Place : 
BY t he migl. to the laſt coatinue his Pious and Ne. 7 
ceſtary Exhortations. He there waracd all Youngf 
Men to be ſute to nake a Conſcience of Loving ane 
e their F ents; and ro remember the grie. 
vous Curie that attends i it: which had but too JuſtlyF 
brought him to chat untimely, end: He deſired all 
People to Pray for him, and pity his poor Soul. Thiel 
the Miniſter mide a ort fervent Prayer wirh him, I 
and having done what was neceſſary, as the Citcim: 3 
. ſtances would allow, for the Salvation of his Soul, he. 
bes 1. to the Mercy of God: then kneeling down. he Z 
ra 
. OLnd! 0 Lord! ! kirken me, pity my poar Seal, 1 
beſeech thee: O Lord, apen tby Arms of Mercy, 270 q 
receive me! Lord, I am a ſinful Wretch, pardon me A 
Feſus Chriſt his ſake; ſave my Soul from eternal Death 
that I may praiſe thee in thy Heavenly Kingdom; in <1 
. Name. 57 of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ;, J beſeich. ther 
pardon - 7 
Then being tyed to the Tree, and having. done wil i 


al iT Prayers, . he was turn d off, calling upon God, and 


. wringing his Hands: Being much lamented by the 
Spectators. 
IT 0 o conclude, Let this Dreadful Inſtance cation all y 
Young Men, ſeriouſly ro conſider and mind the Thing N. 
that tend to their Future Good and Happineſs; to ar 
tend conſtantly upon the Worſhip of God, and be . 
ligent in their Callings; Honour their Parents, and 
be obedient to their Maſters and Superiours, that 6 
\- God of his infinite Mercy may preſet ye them rhe fabric 
Temptations. of Satan, to delude and decoy them v 
the eternal Ruin 25 . 8 Souls and Baues. 
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